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Musicians love to jam. Having the free time to just lay back and pick up an
instrument or hunch over a drum machine or tweak buttons on a mixer while
playing with other musicians is the best time any musician can ask for. There are
usually two problems when trying to set up a jam session however; finding other
musicians to jam with and finding a space that will accommodate all the players,
instruments and equipment that make up a jam session.
The Issue Project Room in Brooklyn helps solve that problem. Every Sunday from
about 8 p.m. to midnight, The Issue Project Room holds an open jam session for
audio and video projects. They do this through an event called Share. Share,
according to their website is "an open jam, not just for digirati, but for all new
culture lovers. Participants bring their portable equipment, plug into our system,
improvise on each others' signal and perform live audio and video."
Share is the perfect event for people who love to jam out and go along with the flow,
people who want to find others to create a flow with, or for people who just want to
sit or stand around and listen to others collaborate with each other. The best thing
about Share is that it all happens for free. There is no cost to go in, set up your
equipment and play along with others. There is also no cost to anyone who just
comes in to listen.
The people at the Issue Project Room do require you to bring your own equipment.
They do not have a music studio or anything by that means. They provide the
amplification (a sound system) and projection (projectors). In order to jam, you
must bring in your own cables, instruments, cameras, microphones, laptops and so
forth.
The Share events are not limited to N.Y.C. They have events in Paris, Berlin,
Amsterdam, and many more. They also sometimes feature special guests to
showcase their musical and visual projects. On September 27, 2009, the Issue
Project Room and Share had Media-Artist and Sound Fetishist Damian Marhulets.
Marhulets does experiments in live electronic music with a variety of genres from
jazz, classical, improvisation and more. Marhulets is based in Germany and is doing
a small tour in New York City. His first show was at the Issue Project Room where he
did a live-electronic set that left listeners awed and awaiting jammers inspired.
The Issue Project Room is located on the third floor of the Old American Can
Factory, 232 3rd Street in Brooklyn. You can visit their website at
http://www.issueroomproject.org to find out more about Share and other programs
they have.
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The Audio Engineers Society's (AES) Convention is filled with every engineer's dream.
There are stacks of trade magazines like Mix, Tape Op, Performer, and Sound on Sound.
You can find different companies that are showing off the latest in microphones, mixing
boards, recording software and speakers like Shure, Waves, and Sennheiser.
There are stands full of people who know the latest of everything and anything when it
comes to the creation of music and the equipment that makes music happen. More
importantly, there are people who are experts in the field that come out to the convention
and talk about the very thing they love: creating, recording and mixing music.
The AES Convention took place during Columbus Day weekend, October 9 to 12, 2009
at the Jacob Javits Center on the west side of Manhattan.The convention takes place in
New York every two years. AES conventions take place twice a year in May and
October, making the last one for the year the 127th convention to take place,
At the AES Convention, they had special events and workshops that featured the top
names of the business. While the exhibits full of equipment that take place on the main
level of the Jacob Javits Center are usually what causes a buzz, there are also many
people on the lower level in the small auditoriums listening to panels full of
professionals.
One particular panel was a special treat for mixing engineers. What a mixing engineer
does is really important to a song. A mixing engineer can clean up sounds, edit takes,
adjust sound levels and does everything in their power to make what the listener will hear
as the final product. The Producers & Engineers Wing of The Recording Academy
presented the 21st Annual GRAMMY SoundTables with a special event called MWA! –
Mixing With Attitude.
This panel provided a close-up look at how some of the top producers and engineers
create mixes that stand out and are amazing with their power and persona to not only
please the artist, producer and record label, but have excellent sound quality at home, in
the car, on the radio, and on MP3.
In this panel were Chris Lord-Alge, who has worked with James Brown, Celine Dion,
and Green Day; Chuck Ainlay, one of Nashville's top recording engineers, who has
worked with George Strait, Taylor Swift, and Sheryl Crow; and Tony Maserati who has
worked with some of the biggest names in R&B and Hip-Hop like Mary J. Blige,
Beyoncé, and the Black Eyed Peas. The panel was moderated by Nile Rodgers who is a
writer/producer of some of the most popular songs like Madonna's LikeA Virgin.
The panel spoke about what kind of equipment they used and the tricks they have used

during mixes. They relayed amusing stories about the amount of time they had to do a
mix (one had given the time of 45 minutes, another said 8 days) and how many tracks
they had to deal with to make the near perfect mix. There is a lot you can learn from
them if you are an avid engineer.
For example, Chris Lord-Alge works with basic speakers while others on the panel talked
about special speakers that has helped them mix. "I have pretty boring speakers. I believe
the harder you have to work on the mix, the better it comes out," said Lord-Alge.
There were also tidbits of advice on things like timing and how to approach a mix. "The
trick is to know what is in front of you, what kind of problem do I have to solve," said
Lord-Alge.
"And what time are they coming and what time do they want to hear it, how much time
do I have," laughs Lord-Alge.
A problem usually faced by mixing engineers is getting stuck on how you may hear a
song or a mix. Lord-Alge, the most vocal of the three, stated why during the panel.
"The more you hear a song, the more it solidifies in that form," Lord-Alge continues
shortly after. "With some songs, once you hear it in one way, that's the only way you
want to hear it."
Towards the end of the panel, there was an interesting discussion of who the mix and the
techniques of the mix belongs to in terms of copyright. These days, most record labels
believe that they own everything of the mix and even have engineers write up on how
they did a mix and what equipment they used for the mix.
Lord-Alge urged one thing, which was said by all the panel members too, that you should
always keep copies of your mixes. He also points out what it is like to have a record label
ask for everything includedwith the mix. "That's like going to Picasso saying can we have
your painting, your paint tools and your right finger?" said Lord-Alge.
Maserati points out a valuable lesson can be applied towards any career at the end of the
discussion, "The business is always going to be the business," said Maserati. "This is
what I love and this is what I do and I enjoy what I am doing."
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Straight out of Queens: Leeia Music
DECEMBER 18, 2009 | BROOKLYN COLLEGE
By CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ
Aleeia Abraham did not start off wanting to
be a singer. It was college that brought it all
together.
“I was originally a liberal arts major when I
took this random voice class,” she said.
“My teacher was like `Wow, do you want to
be a singer,’ and I was like `uhJokay!’ ”
That, Abraham says, is when she started
taking things more seriously and decided
to try recording some songs.
After graduation from Queensborough
Community College, Abraham, a 5-foot-4inch petite powerhouse who used to belt
out random tunes in music classrooms,
became Leeia Music, a singer and
songwriter gaining recognition by winning
radio competitions, hosting a cable
television show and performing at popular
music festivals.
Though she now has a publicist, a booking
manager and an agent, Leeia has done a
lot of her artist development on her own.
And her hard work has been paying off.
She has performed at popular festivals
such as the “Irie Jamboree ‘09” and
“Reggae in Symphony,” which featured
established reggae artists such as Sean
Paul, Freddie McGregor, Shaggy and T.O.K.
She was the winning vocalist in the New York “Reggae Rising Stars” music competition hosted by the Ken
Williams Show on radio station 93.5 WVIP. She was also the winner of the 7th Annual Reggae Jam Talent
Search contest hosted by Dave Judah of the same station.
She occasionally hosts for the cable program “Style Masters TV,” for which she has interviewed stars such
as Grammy Award winner Freddie McGregor and actor Laman Rucker. Leeia has made cameo
performances in television productions such as the VH1 series, “The Salt and Pepa Show,” music videos
such as the “I Know” video by Jay-Z and more recently, the movie “Beware The Gonzo” (starring Jesse
McCartney, Amy Sedaris, and Campbell Scott ), according to Leeia’s MySpace biography.
Leeia’s main genres of music are reggae fusion and R&B. She mixes traditional and dancehall reggae with
variations of contemporary and soul R&B music, or whatever fits her mood. She’ll touch on rock when
singing with her band in live performances.
The 26-year-old Queens native received an Associates of Science in Fine Arts and Performance in Music
from Queensborough Community College in Bayside, Queens, graduating in 2007 after three years at the
school.
While she remembers learning about ear training and music theory, Queensborough gave her something
more than an education. “School gave me the confidence more than anything else,” she said. “I still know
what a minor second is and all that, but honestly, it just really gave me the confidence and a platform to
expand my voice.” She performed at small concerts at the school and bonded with other musicians, which
she didn’t get to do outside school because none of her friends sang or played an instrument.
“Queensborough helped me realize that I wanted to be a singer because I didn’t know before I went to
Queensborough that I wanted to be a singer,” Leeia said. “I guess I knew that I liked singing, but I guess I
didn’t know I was allowed to pursue it.”
With school showing her the possibilities of a music career, she began the journey to becoming Leeia
Music.
She first recorded in Lyrically Armed Studio in Queens Village, then at Hiltop Studio in the Bedford-Stuyvesant
area in Brooklyn. Leeia said the most important aspect of a studio for her is the engineer. “I don’t like working
with engineers who press the button and are like, `Are you done?’ I like working with an engineer that has
input because they have ears and they can hear stuff that I can’t hear.”
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Leeia puts on a lot of her own shows. In the summertime, she was doing two shows a day on the weekends
in places such as Sounds Of Brazil (S.O.B.’s) in Lower Manhattan and Sputnik in Brooklyn. Now as things
slow down, she does more like two shows a month. She has performed in venues such as Club Atrium in
Georgia and Club Moonlite in Michigan as well as various venues like La Clave in New York.
People also call her up and ask her to perform or sometimes she catches wind of a particular show.
“Sometimes I stalk shows,” Leeia said. “I take my CDs to shows and pretend that I was supposed to perform
the whole time and slowly, but surely, they’ll let me get on stage. Then I get to impress the right people.”
With her own shows, she’s had to do everything from getting the venue to talking to the proper media outlets
and getting all the equipment.
“It’s definitely harder putting on a show than starring in it, but it something that I like to do,” Leeia said. “I can
do what I want and put on some of my favorite up-coming artists where we can pool our resources, our fans
and really get to out on the best show possible.”
Leeia does have help with putting on her shows. Rohan Rudford, Leeia’s bass player and musical director,
does all the arrangements for songs and designs the flow of the show, determining how to start the show
and how to end it. When Leeia is not performing with the band, he also advises her on what songs she
should sing depending on the audience and venue.
Rudford met Leeia when he responded to her ad on craigslist.org, while she was looking to put together a
band. They kept e-mailing back and forth. Rudford remembers his first impression of Leeia.
“She pointed me to some of her stuff that she was doing, that she already had been working on solo and I
kind of liked what I saw,” Rudford said. “She had a lot of drive about her. She had videos, songs and she was
really trying to work on her own.”
Rudford had his own do-it-yourself approach, and that link attracted him to Leeia’s vision.
“It’s kind of cool to work with someone who is already doing stuff on her own because then what I’m doing
plus what she is doing,” Rudford said. “R We had the first rehearsal and the rest was history.”
Rudford and Leeia have been working together for about a year. He enjoys working with her and knows that
her music will get somewhere.
“She doesn’t have a diva mentality,” said Rudford.”She’s focus, she’s motivated. She’s always working,
always hustling, always doing something to promote the brand. It’s easy to work with her, it’s cool.” He
envisions a bright future.
Leeia is no stranger to radio. She has been able to get her songs to stations like WVIP 93.5, the biggest
reggae station in New York.
“I stalk radio DJs and get myself familiar with them,” she said. “Some stations are harder to get to than
others. I haven’t been able to penetrate the Hot 97 market yet, but with 93.5, once the door was opened, it
was pretty much open.”
Leeia favors music videos. “Music videos take you to the next level. It makes you look more developed like,
`Okay, she’s serious about this,’ ” she said.
With videos, she has had to worry about getting everything from the extras to the location. She especially had
to worry about coming up with a concept.
“You can tell them that ‘I want a spaceship and some kangaroos,’ ” Leeia said, explaining that it’s necessary
to find a concept the director can actually carry out.
She posts her videos to YouTube, MySpace, and Vimeo. She also gets them to local television stations such
as BCAT and CIN. She likes working with the Manhattan Local Network and Hype TV as well.
For her videos, Leeia has worked with Los Angeles director Kevin Porter, who works with acts such as Limp
Bizkit and does feature films in addition to music videos.
“Leeia was a pleasure,” said Porter. “I work with a lot of artists who don’t know who they are and so when you
shoot them, they’re uncertain and they are just guessing on how they want to come across.”
Leeia, he said, “has a very, very concrete way and she knows who she is R I just let Leeia be Leeia and just
shoot her way.”
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More to do
Leeia is pleased with how her music career is going so far, but realizes that she has a long way to go.
“This takes work. For the average artist, it takes years,” she said. “I haven’t put in enough time yet. Two years
is not enough at all.”
Her music has been taking off though. Her track “Ups and Downs” will be featured in the upcoming movie
“Don’t Blame The Lettuce,” a relationship drama by writer and director David Jones.
Leeia’s life has become all about music. Though she didn’t know that she always wanted to be a singer, she
does know what she feels about music.
” Music isHme. That’s what I do,” she said. “I gotta love it or forget it, I’m wasting my life.”
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To: Mr. Moses
From: Christina Rodriguez
Re: Proposal for beat on the music industry in New York City and check of clips.
September 8, 2009
As discussed in class, I would like to propose for my beat to be on the music industry in
New York City. There are several aspects of the industry I would like to cover in my
articles and blog entries for the semester. Most avid music lovers hear about the
performances and the “Hollywood” side of the industry, but very few know about the
technology, production and business behind it. I hope to open up the industry to more
music fans and bridge the gap between the final product that everyone sees and hears and
what happens behind the scenes.
My knowledge of both sides is more than what the average journalism student would
have about the music industry. I have three years worth of training in the art of music
production and a basic knowledge of the business of music. I am also trained in
performance music and music theory.
With having this knowledge, I hope that I could translate the industry into something that
is a little bit more reader friendly for a news organization. If the average person who was
a fan of music picked up a magazine about production or theory, they would most likely
put that magazine down in about five minutes. It’s not easy to understand what happens
in the creation of music unless you have been taught, but the problem that I have seen is
that there is not enough news about the industry that makes it easy for someone who is
not in it to understand. I hope to change that.
There are also a lot of myths that people have about the music business. One is that artists
become famous and rich just on their music alone. In reality, an artist doesn’t even make
a whole dollar on per sale of their single. The real money maker comes from merchandise
and performances. If an artist is under a traditional music label, they are paying a lot
more people who helped make the single or album before they are even paying
themselves.
I am also hoping that if people understand how the business works through my articles,
they would understand the importance of supporting the industry through sales. For
example as I said before, an artist is paying everyone else before they pay themselves.
And continuously so. Depending on the contribution made to the single or album, certain
people (usually songwriters, band members and so forth) and the artists themselves are
being paid royalties. Royalties are not very large, but when you think about how many
sales a single or album could generate, the numbers start adding up. Without these sales,
no one makes money for all their hard work. It’s a job just like any other job, but a more
complex one than people realize.
There are also trends that I would like to make people more aware of. The industry is
becoming more high tech day by day. A person can carry almost a whole music studio in
their laptop. An artist can put out a song without being on a label with digital music

stores. There are even some cases where whole songs have been created on an iPod. All
these new discoveries are endless possibilities for the music industry, but without the
knowledge and awareness of certain aspects, it could also collapse very soon.
Trying to find clips for this beat has been somewhat difficult. I searched for an hour on
LexisNexis, typing in music and the music industry in various ways. That search came up
with nothing which I find unusual and hopefully will be able to resolve.
I was able to find some articles through doing a search on Google on websites that have
music industry news. Most of the articles I found are not geared towards New York
however. I was able to find some clips that show examples of what I would like to write
about.
There was an op-ed piece on the New York Times website called “Swan Songs”,
published on July 31, 2009 and written by Charles M. Blow talking about the decline of
sales in the industry, even with the new and various ways we can purchase albums
because of how music is offered for free through streaming. There was a similar article
on Billboard.biz called “The Digital Revenue Slowdown”, published on September 8,
2009 and written by Glenn Peoples talking about the decline of digital sales and what
could potential spike it up.
I found another article on the New York Times website called “Music Festivals Adopt an
Installment Pay Plan”, published on March 3, 2009, written by Jenna Wortham. This
talks about how concert goers could pay partially for tickets and passes to big music
festivals. I also found some tech news on Mi2N.com, the Music Industry News Network
with an article called “25th Annual TEC Awards Announces Nominees For Outstanding
Technical Achievement”, published on July 28, 2009, talking about the “Sound Industry's
Most Prestigious Awards Show to be held October 10th at AES Convention in NYC”,
giving some attention to the AES convention and the Technical Excellence and Creativity
awards ceremony.
I hope that I will be able to produce articles like these that will make it to a more
mainstream audience. Music has such an impact on those who listen to it, but so many are
not even aware of what goes on behind the music. I hope to bridge the gap this semester.
Thank you.
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A Music Blog Moves Beyond the Screen
Posted on September 28, 2009 by Christina Rodriguez

Being a regular blog reader means never being surprised by what other blogs do. You
are on top of all of the happenings of the blog and you know what the blog is about. So it
was a pleasant surprise to find out that the Brooklyn Vegan, a popular Brooklyn music
blog, does showcases!
Being a sometimes reader, this blogger never thought about music blogs moving
beyond the computer screen. However, it does make sense. Music bloggers are
suppose to be talking about what is happening in music and making their readers aware
of the hidden gems that they discover. Instead of just writing about it, the Brooklyn
Vegan has taking it one step further and decided to give a showcase with CMJ, C
( ollege
Music Journal). Turns out, this is something that has been happening for the past few
years.
This year’s showcase takes place at the Music Hall of Williamsburg on Tuesday,
October 20, 2009 at 6 p.m. You can read more about it at the Brooklyn Vegan and get
tickets here.
Here is a video found on YouTube of a band that played at the Brooklyn Vegan
Showcase at CMJ 2006.
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According to articles from Billboard.com, The Billboard Women in Music Event
“celebrates the most powerful and talented women in the music business and is also
held in conjunction with the Women In Music Power Players List issue, which
recognizes the top female music executives who are leading the industry with their
artistic and business vision.”
This year’s event will be taking place on this Friday, October 2, 2009 in New York City.
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Today, it was announced that New Yorker Lady Gaga, will be named this year’s “Rising
Star”. Lady Gaga has been making a splash lately from being named the third artist ever
in history to have three No. 1 singles on the Top 40 Airplay chart to her wild outfits she
wore to the 2009 MTV VMAs.
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As said in today’s Billboard.biz article, Lady Gaga is “one of those rare examples of a
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truly unique artist with mass appeal,” says Bill Werde, editorial director of Billboard. “She
has established herself as one of today’s top songwriters, and the whole world is waiting
to see what her next outrageous but brilliant move or style will be. It is that ongoing
anticipation, combined with her success that makes her a rising star.”
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To read the article, take a look here and check it out.
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Here is Lady Gaga’s performance at the 2009 MTV VMAs:
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The 127th AES Convention is Coming!
Posted on October 8, 2009 by Christina Rodriguez
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Starting tomorrow, Friday, October 9, 2009 is the 127th Audio Engineers Society
Convention. It takes place at the Jacob Javitis Center and is running for four days.
According to the website, this is what the convention is about:
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“For over 60 years, the AES has been the largest gathering of audio professionals and
enthusiasts on the globe, attracting delegates from over 100 countries worldwide.
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Workshops, tutorials, technical papers and the trade show floor provide attendees with
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a wealth of learning, networking and business opportunities.”
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For someone who has been in a music studio and in the industry, the AES convention is
like a wonderland of new toys to play with and an opportunity to get tons of free
magazines and earplugs. Either way, the convention is sure to be an exciting one.
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You can visit AES.org for more information.
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Death Does Not Stop You From Giving Credit
Posted on October 15, 2009 by Christina Rodriguez

On Monday, Michael Jackson’s first posthumous single, “This Is It” was released on the
airwaves. While the internet was abuzz with mixed reviews about the single, one
legendary songwriter named Paul Anka was ready to sue the Jackson estate. This was
because Anka had co-written the song with Jackson back in 1983, but was given no
credit when the song came out on Monday. Jackson was listed as the sole songwriter.
Back in 1983, the pair had a falling out and the single was never used on a Jackson
album. However, it was used as a single for a Puerto Rican singer named Sa-Fire in
1991, being renamed as “I Never Heard”.
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Anka was given credit after his threat to sue and was given 50 percent of the copyright,
making it a potentially a very good payday for the 68-year-old Canadian songwriter. This
also will be a great loss in the Jackson estate.
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You can find articles on it onLive Daily, Yahoo!, and Entertainment Weekly.
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Here is a short clip of the single from YouTube. You have to go onJackson’s official site
to hear the full song.
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What will replace the Sound System in your living room?
Posted on December 3, 2009 by Christina Rodriguez

You have to plan for the masses. That is what is lacking in the music business,
according to this article from a Forrester Researcher. Where is this lacking in however?
According to the article, it’s the living room.
For those who are tech-savvy music lovers who love to play their music out loud, in the
living room, the memory of home hi-fi systems may ring a bell. This blogger remembers

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

when all she wanted was a Bose sound system in her living room to play her CDs in.
Everything is now geared to television and how you can make your television and your
living room the center piece of it all. There are no longer products that cater to your CD
collection. This article talks about how there is a need for a product that the massmarket music consumer can use in their living room and what is needed to make this a
good product.
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“We suggest the device should effectively replace their entire CD collection and add
more, all for the cost of the device.” said in a report released by Forrester called “Taking
Digital Music To The Mainstream: The Music Product Features For The Living Room.”
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In the age of the iPod, it may be tough to sell a sound system for the digital age, unless
it has an iPod dock.

NYC Business (3)
NYC Children's Issues (23)
NYC Development (2)
NYC Economy (12)
NYC Education (15)
NYC Health (70)
NYC Jobs (3)
NYC Media (7)
NYC Politics (32)
NYC Transportation (18)
Religion in NYC (3)

Loading...
Like

Technology in NYC (4)

Be the first to like this.

Uncategorized (306)
Related

"Always on the Wrong Side"

Archives
November 2015

"This Beat is Sick"

October 2015
December 2013

Billboard's Women in Music Event and the Rising Star Recipient

November 2013
October 2013

Filed under: Uncategorized

September 2013
May 2013
April 2013

December 2009
S M T W T F S

Immigration in NYC (25)

Women's Issues in NYC
(9)

Calendar

« The swine flu is taking a swing at musicians School Play Puts Spotlight on
Students’ Future »

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31
« Nov

Feb »

Blogroll
Brooklyn News Service
GothamGazette
NYCityNewsService

Home

About

N Y C I T Y B E A T

Entries RSS | Comments RSS

Pages
About

Categories
Categories
African Americans in NYC
(12)
Courts in NYC (8)
Environment (1)
Immigration in NYC (25)
Latinos in NYC (2)

Search

The swine flu is taking a swing at musicians
Posted on December 3, 2009 by Christina Rodriguez

The swine flu is taking a swing at musicians. Though health is not this blogger’s beat,
how this effects some of our favorite acts from the past couple of decades is a concern.
The latest swine flu case hit singer Shawn Stockman, one of the members of the R&B
group Boyz II Men.
Stockman was supposed to sing with his bandmates at the 2009 Soul Train Awards on
Tuesday, Nov. 3, according to an article on CNN.com. The remaining members still
performed as a duo at the taping of the awards show, which is due to air on Nov. 29th.
One of the members, Nathan Morris, spoke to Stockman the next day and said he was
doing better.
About a month ago from Stockman’s case of the swine flu wasBrian Littrell’s case of the
swine flu. The Backstreet Boys had to cancel their promotional tours in New York. There
was also a rumor about Marilyn Manson contracting the swine flu, but that proved to be
false.
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