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Nineteen is an age of discovery and definition. Most nineteen-year-olds have a year of
college already behind them and they are busy trying to figure out what they want out of
their college experience and their lives.
This is no different for Camille Brown. Camille is a nineteen-year-old sophomore at
Brooklyn College, who talks with her hands and smiles a lot. So far, this East New York
resident has not declared a major.
However, she does plan on majoring in Journalism. Writing is her greatest strength, she
says and her feelings about making Journalism into her future career goes like this: “I like
journalism because it gives you a lot of opportunities to branch out. Depending on what
area you specialize in, you may get to travel, meet new people and experience a wide
variety of things.”
“It's exciting and unpredictable,” she says.
“You don't have to sit in a cubicle from 9 to 5 twiddling your thumb waiting for your
shift to end. And I want to have a career that I love and I'm not just doing for financial
stability or out of convenience. I would love to work in the entertainment section of a
magazine or head an advice column.”
“I want to be an entertainment writer because there’s always something shocking,
interesting or new going on whether it’s in music or movies, whatever it may be,” she
states.
“I like the element of surprise that comes with such a position.”
While she hopes to have a career in the future, she currently does not work. She lives
with her parents who support her and do not mind because they rather have her focus on
her education than to fall into the pitfalls of working and going to school.
Education is very important to Brown’s Jamaican family: “My family, particularly my
parents and my aunts, are pretty hard on me. They realize how much potential I have to
do great things and they want me to take full advantage of that. They take a huge interest
in my schooling. They are always asking how it is going or what are your classes like. It
makes me feel good to know that I have such a good support system because a lot of
people are not as fortunate as I am. I am very lucky in that way.”

Camille was born and raised in Jamaica until the age of eight. Her family then moved to
Westchester in the Bronx where they stayed until the middle of fifth grade. It was during
this time when she moved to East New York, Brooklyn where she currently resides.
While she likes both the U.S. and Jamaica, her favorite place to live is Jamaica. “I just
love the culture: the people, the music, the food and the environment. That is where I feel
the most relaxed and most peaceful. It's almost like being in another world when I'm back
home.” she says as her face lit up.
She also declares Jamaica as one of her favorite places to visit. She has traveled to
Mexico, the Bahamas, Canada, England and Florida, but she likes going back home.
“Everything is much slower pace there so everyone is not rushing all the time. You really
get a chance to relax and enjoy the scenery and the people, just have a good time.” she
says.
Brown claims that she has no special talents. “I think that the things I am good at, you
can find other people who are good at it as well. There’s really nothing I can do that only
a few people can do it and I can do it too.” She laughs as she says, “I’m a good listener if
that is considered a talent.”
Even if she does not have a lot of special talents, she does have a lot of interests. She
enjoys spending time with her family and friends, traveling, reading, listening to music
and shopping.
When asked about why she wants to be an entertainment writer, she smiles and goes on
to say, “I love music, although I am not a singer by any means. I love that one art form
can have the ability to elicit so many ranges of emotions from a person. No matter what
you’re feeling, there is always a song that can tell you what's already on your mind or
what you need to hear to overcome something in your life.”
Her favorite artist is Beyonce. She thinks that Beyonce is not only a good singer, but is
down to earth and a good role model, despite her fame. She said that if she has one
question she could ask anyone, she would go with Beyonce. “I would ask it to Beyonce.
The question would be how does she feel about the fact that she is such a positive role
model not only for young people but for Black America, yet people say such negative
things about her? I would ask that question because I am not the one who has to deal with
the criticism, but I still get angry.”
“There are so many people out there who are sending the wrong message yet those are
the people who are idolized. What kind of world is this if we value bad over good? Yes, it
may be true that those figures are more exciting or whatever the case may be. But do we
really want the next generation to aspire to be like them? Kids have to see that they can
become so much more than that.”
Despite the fact that Camille is only nineteen, she has discovered a lot during her journey
so far. She has a family that will help guide her to be an aspiring entertainment journalist

with a good education, who enjoys traveling and music. Hopefully, during her journey,
she gets the chance to one day ask Beyonce her question as a journalist.
Brown who lives by this philosophy: “Forget about yesterday and live for right now,”
could be believed that one day, someone will say that right now, Camille is in
Hollywood, interviewing Beyonce for Rolling Stone magazine.

Spoken Word Venues

Recession-Proof Entertainment: The Top Spoken Word Venues of Manhattan
By: Christina Rodriguez
Times are tough. Businesses are closing. No one seems to be hiring. When you turn on
the news, in addition to hearing about all the crime that is out there, you hear about
budget cuts while prices are rising. This is enough to get anyone down. However, there is
one area that is doing well during this recession: spoken word.
During recessionary times, the arts seem to thrive. People are either looking for a creative
outlet or a couple of hours of escape through entertainment. Most artists want a place
where they can perform for free or at a very low cost. Most people want to see a show for
free or at a very low cost. But where can you go? If you are into spoken word poetry, you
have three well-known venues: the Bowery Poetry Club, the Nuyorican Poets Cafe and
the Cornelia Street Cafe, all located in either the Lower East Side or West Village of
Manhattan.
Sitting in the pantry of The Bowery Poetry Club, surrounded by ketchup and other
condiments, Mike Barile sits back and listens to the band playing upstairs. He is the
manager of the Bowery Poetry Club, located at 308 Bowery on the Lower East Side. He
is content with how things are going at the Bowery.
“It’s a pretty full schedule. We host 20 to 30 different shows a week. We are booked up
into the summer at this point,” said Barile.
The Bowery Poetry Club has a weekly slam every Tuesday. Once a month, during the
school semester, they have a college slam on the first Saturday of every month. They
have a lot of regular poetry events, the backbone and soul of the place. The other events
that keep the Bowery and most poetry venues going are music events.
"It's the financial reality of keeping a place open. We have to have these bigger shows
like, rock shows, music shows on Thursday, Friday and Saturday," said Barile.
They depend on ticket sales and the profit that the bar makes. They used to sell books,
but because of the shows getting bigger and the space being so open, people were
walking off with the books and there was no money to pay the author for their books
disappearing off the shelves six months later.
However, prices are cheap when it comes to tickets and food. “How much cheaper can
we possibly be, the whole place is a recession special,” he said as he laughs. Tickets
range from 5 to 10 dollars and a burger, for example is 4 dollars.
“Our business has been going pretty well. Part of it is that we work really hard, part of it
is because the popularity of the place is growing,” said Barile.

Things at the Bowery Poetry Club are going well, how well are things going at the
Nuyorican Poets Cafe?
"Going very well," said executive director of the Nuyorican Poets Cafe, Daniel Gallant.
The venue thrives on ticket and drink sales plus rentals and some of their non-profit
contributions. The ticket prices are usually 5 to 10 dolllars, a few are even free. Because
of the other smaller venues closing down and the good reputation of the Nuyorican, it is a
place that is in high demand.
"We have more people who want to use our space than there is availability on our
calendar," said Gallant
"The work that we do, the poetry and even the theater and music is very kind of
grassroots, it's a lot of social and political notions to it. I think people in troubled times,
they want entertainment that relates to their experience."
"Costs are pretty low. We own our own building which a lot of venues do not. We don't
have to make as much money each month in order to pay rent."
"We're not bringing in millions every week, but we are doing up the standards that the
cafe has done in the past," commented Gallant.
There are shows going on at the Nuyorican every night of the week except for the
occasional Monday, where they might be dark for the night. On Wednesday through
Sunday, the Nuyorican, located at 236 East 3rd Street on the Lower East Side, has 2
shows, maybe as many as 3 shows happening that day. On Monday, Tuesday and the
occasional Sunday there is only one show. That averages to about 10 to 14 shows per
week.
"We are to make our events very artists friendly". They aim to keep the costs to the artists
very low, sometimes even letting them have the venue for free and letting ticket and
drinks sales or the occasional grant, depending on the event, take care of the expenses.
"We are lucky to be in a good position," said Gallant.
Doing well continues to happen as you move on to see how the Cornelia Street Cafe is
doing.
"We are doing extremely well," said Angelo Verga, coordinator of spoken word and
music events at the Cornelia Street Cafe.
The Cornelia Street Cafe, located at 29 Cornelia Street in the West Village, hosts 700
events a year, 350 events being spoken word, the other 350 events being music.
"Some of them are fabulously well attended, meaning we can't fit everybody in the room

and it seats about 60." Typically attendance at the Cornelia Street Cafe on average is
about 40 people to a room in an event. "And that has not fallen off because we charge 7
dollars admission which includes a drink," said Verga. "You go to the movies and you
spend 11 dollars without eating anything and you're definitely not drinking a glass of
wine while you are watching the movie, so I think we are a bargain," he comments.
"We have been doing this for 30 years, so we have been through a couple of recession
and it does not negativity impact our business."
"We have recession special prices all the time," he said as he laughs. "I am not in favor of
bad economic times, but I suspect that they are good for the arts because people
understand what is important and what's not important. They spend less time spending
money in ways to impress themselves and more focus on what's real."
…
Ainsley Burrows is well known in the spoken word world. He is a spoken word poet, a
former member of the world famous Nuyorican Cafe poetry slam team and has published
three books, and a couple of spoken word albums.
However, you won't find the recession as a topic in this New Yorker's poetry.
"I am not really concerned about the recession. I write about the things that move me
most. I write about the people I love and care about most. Every now and then, I may
mention some republican hack who is in the way of progress, but in general I just write
about things that inspire me to write." he says.
As an artist, the recession has benefited him in some ways. "I think the recession makes it
easier to travel, so gigs farther away are cheaper to get to." However, he goes to fewer
events because the pay from some of the venues are not worth it. "I pick only the prime
venues.” he says. Venues that end up being packed by an audience who realizes the value
of poetry, both financially and artistically.
"I have seen an increase in audience at some events. I think it is due to the fact that
people are looking for substance in these times. The recession has made it good to find
events that are affordable. Thank god for expensive Broadway tickets. People are finding
that they can have a very moving personal experience at a poetry venue for $10. Why
pay $150 to get the same feeling on Broadway?” he muses.
The recession has also made him a better business man. In addition to his own work in
poetry, he has a company called Burrows Ink, where one of the things he does is host
events. His latest event is "Freak Nasty", an erotic poetry show happening at Corio on
West Broadway on April 30th. Hosting an event is certainly not an easy task. "I have had
to develop a new business model. The recession forced me to come up with a different
business model which was more practical for the times," said Burrows.

However, venues, like restaurants and other cafes, are open to spoken word events. "I
think venues are more open to spoken word because we are getting audiences that are
hardcore, who will come out. Most other art forms are not pulling in the audience that
poetry is pulling,” he mentions.
…
Poetry is something that strives through any time. Whether the market is up and costs are
low or a country is in a recession where hundreds are going hungry, poetry is what
documents it all. Before there was pen and paper, there was the oral tradition, carried out
today as spoken word.
Spoken word is thriving through this time. Business is well, artists are performing and
audiences are satisfied at the end of the night. It's an affordable form of entertainment,
$10 or less if you just want a show and anywhere less than $20 for a bite to eat and a
drink and you often hear conscience, soul stirring work from poets who live and breathe
poetry and who only want to get their word out there.
It's a win-win situation for everyone involved, a cheap form of entertainment, rich with
substance and soul.

Freelance Home Writers

Can you buy your writing career?
By Christina Rodriguez
Get paid to write simple articles, $25 – 45. Get paid to post in blogs, $12 – 50. Write
fiction and non-fiction stories, $450. Get started today for JUST only $2.95.
Getting paid to write is every writer’s dream. You get to express your opinion, get the
facts to people or let your creative juices for the world to see. And you are getting paid
for it, which can help pay a bill, pay for a nice dinner, or start becoming your full-time
income.
Freelance Home Writers (freelancehomewriters.com) is a website that promises that you
will be paid to write articles, blogs, fiction and non-fiction works. You put in your name
and e-mail and you will be taken to a page that explains what Freelance Home Writer is
about. It is filled with exciting promises and examples of how much money you would be
making.
When you get to the last page, this is when they tell you that for $2.95, you can get
started now and for a week, you can access their site to see what kind of work you can
get. After the week, they would then charge you $47.00 a month. But because of all the
work you will be getting, you would be able to pay for that and more before your first
week is up. And if you do not choose to go through with it and click out of the site, there
is a pop-up for working with Google Ads, another money making option.
However, how do you know that you are getting legit work? And should you have to pay
someone to get job leads?
These are questions that have plagued quite a few people who tried Freelance Home
Writers. They had found out a shocking answer:
“I filed for my account to be cancelled over a week ago and being charged for the
services that I did not want. I registered for their company and right away cancelled my
subscription because things seemed fishy. I registered for a free trial paying $2.95 and
then a week later got charged for $47.00 that I did not authorize and already filed for my
account to be cancelled. Have yet to have my account cancelled and continue to be
charged,” said Christine a user on ComplaintsBoard.com
“I noticed two charges on my latest credit card bill. One for $2.95, the other for $47.00. I
have never signed up on their website for their services, nor did I authorize them to take
money out of my account for any reason. I have no idea how they got my account
information or why they are charging me. I'm guessing this is part of a scam and they are
hoping people won't notice the charges on their credit card bills. I'm going to have my
husband call the insurance company later this afternoon and hopefully they can help
resolve the issue,” said Lisa, another user of ComplaintsBoard.com

Another user, going by Bostonman, said this of the material you find on the site, “Most of
what they give you is several pages of encouragement ("Yes, even you can do this!"),
followed by an outline of your 7th grade English class (What is an introduction? What is
a conclusion? etc.). After that you get a lesson or two on how to dumb down your writing
to include key words, and how to use excessive superlatives to sell products online.”
All these users on ComplaintsBoard.com are from the United States. But this scam has
even reached places like South Africa. Grant Kauffman is a vice principal in a school in
South Africa. He is involved with writing the policies of the school and also writes many
of the correspondence to other people in the education field.
He also writes human interest articles for his local newspaper. The initial appeal of
Freelance Home Writers for him was the chance to earn extra money while doing
something of interest.
“I am a born skeptic, but the amount was relatively small, so I decided to take a
calculated risk,” said Kauffman.
“I did not get any follow-up service at all. I was ineligible due to my geographic location
(prerequisites were never mentioned prior to sign-up). I received no response to my
requests for assistance,” he said.
Kauffman was even charged $5.00, more than the trial fee in the United States. “I tried to
cancel my membership after the first month. To my horror, I realized that I had been
charged an astronomical amount on my credit card. I had only ever given permission for
the initial $5.00 membership fee.”
“The amount I was now charged amounted to the equivalent of about $110.00 a month,
which was cleverly hidden in the fine print on one of the pages. This amount included
interest charged on my credit card. I sent about 16 emails between July and November
2008, with no return response,” said Kauffman.
“I had to send proof to my bank (copies of emails requesting cancellation with FHW). In
addition I had to send statements to my bank and make numerous follow-up calls. It took
5 months to finalize as the bank needed proof that this was a scam.”
“I was finally reimbursed in December 2008,” said Kauffman.
Kauffman was lucky enough to be reimbursed. There are some people on
ComplaintsBoard.com who are still fighting for reimbursement or have never received
their money back. Some have had to cancel their debit or credit cards to stop further
charges.
This Miami and Texas based company, also known as Unparallel Marketing, has a rating
of F with the Better Business Bureau. There have been 46 complaints about the site, only
3 of the 46 being resolved, leaving the rest being unanswered or not assigned.

No one answers the phone when you call the company’s number and the “live chat”
representative gives out generic answers that still leave you with many unanswered
questions.
If this is that happens to people, how do writers get legit work?
Victoria Strauss is a fantasy writer. She is the author of The Burning Land and The
Awaken City.
“I wrote a novel when I was 17 during a year off between high school and college, and
found an agent by accident while querying publishers directly (this was long enough ago
that most publishers were willing to look at unagented submissions). My agent was
eventually able to sell my novel into the young adult market. I wrote two more young
adult novels, then transitioned to the adult market for my next four books. I'm currently
getting back to my young adult roots with a historical/fantasy novel set during the Italian
Renaissance.”
”I also review books for a variety of publications, and occasionally freelance for "Writer's
Digest" and other magazines,” said Strauss.
She also runs a website called Writer’s Beware. This website contains information on
literary schemes and frauds, and information on what writers can do to protect
themselves.
“I feel bad for writers who get crooked by FreelanceHomeWriters.com and faux services
like it. But writers need to take responsibility for their own safety, both online and off.
The Internet poses many perils for writers--but the greatest peril is ignorance. Writers
owe it to themselves to be as knowledgeable as possible about their chosen market(s)-BEFORE they start submitting or trying to find work, not after,” said Strauss.
However, Strauss does have a lot of advice for writers who want to write for a living or
aspiring writers who want to learn how to write.
“Some writers can benefit from taking writing classes, though these should always be
carefully researched to make sure the instructors have genuine credentials. Also, it's not a
bad idea for beginning writers to invest in a few good how-to-write-and-get-published
books. And when it comes time to submit, it's a good idea to get hold of a comprehensive
market guide. There are also some excellent online resources available through
subscription,” said Strauss.
“However, it's entirely possible to learn to write and to effectively submit one's work
without paying for anything. Writers can go to the library, and there are many, many
good freebies on the Web, from critique groups to literary agent directories to agents' and
editors' blogs.”
“As for finding writing jobs, there are plenty of excellent free resources,” said Strauss.

Strauss lists a few things that aspiring writers should know about getting started and
finding legit work:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Know as much as possible about the market you're planning to enter before you
enter it (don't assume you can learn as you go along).
Be aware that there are many scams and worthless services online, and that
nothing should be taken at face value.
Research any job listing you plan to use, especially if you have to pay to use it
(for instance, if you Google FreelanceHomeWriters.com, a number of warnings
will come up).
Never assume that a job listing is legit just become you find it on a site or in a
listing you like to use, and NEVER accept a job without researching the job
provider.
Insist on full disclosure. You want to know who you're working for and what the
terms are. If the job provider is reluctant to give you this information, move on.
And don't work for peanuts! If you're just starting out, you won't be able to
command the big bucks, but avoid the jobs that pay $2 or $3 an article. Don't get
stuck in a low-paying rut.

“There are resources that may be worth paying for, there are plenty that aren't. I'd suggest
that writers spend some time getting acquainted with their chosen market and with the
available resources before they consider paying for anything. That way, if they do choose
to pay, they can make as informed a choice as possible.”
“I've never paid for a product or service--I've never even bought a how-to-write book-and I know plenty of writers for whom this is true as well,” said Strauss.
“I've never paid for job leads and I don't believe it's necessary to do so.”
Here is a list of suggested materials and websites that writers can use from Victoria
Strauss:
Books:
• Anne Lamott, "Bird by Bird"
• Don Maass, "The Career Novelist”
• Noah Lukeman, "The First Five Pages"
Market Guides:
• Writers' Market
• Jeff Herman, "Guide to Book Publishers, Editors, & Literary Agents"
Online Subscriptions:
• Writers' Market Online (www.writersmarket.com)
• Publishers' Marketplace (www.publishersmarketplace.com)

Freelance Writing Job Leads:
• Deborah Ng's Freelance Writing Jobs (www.freelancewritinggigs.com)

Suggested Screenshots to use with the article from the Freelance Home Writer’s website

Sample Query Letter

111-41 120th Street
South Ozone Park, N.Y. 11420
Phone: (646) 492-8483
E-mail: christina.denise.rodriguez@gmail.com
Writer’s Digest, Editors
4700 E. Galbraith Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236
Dear Editors,
Query: Can you buy your writing career?
Becoming a writer is one of many ideal careers one could have. Some want to write
novels, others would love to report the news. But how does one become a writer?
Of course there is the education route, where one can go to school to study creative
writing, journalism, technical writing or some of the other genres of writing. In school,
there are opportunities for internships and jobs. But there is a growing trend where you
can type into Google the term 'how to become a writer' and you will have hundreds of
results where you will find blogs talking about how to become a writer or an article from
an article bank about writing, but are often repetitive or not useful to the average person
or even the seasoned writer.
You can also find results for e-books, software and courses that claim that they can teach
you how to become a writer. Some of these products/services cost as little as ten dollars,
others cost as much as a hundred. And there are people who buy into these products,
hoping to become a writer overnight. The question though is does it work?
Sadly, in some cases, people do get scam. There is this one particular scam I would like
to focus on, a website called FreelanceHomeWriters.com, which has been charging semihidden fees after their $2.95 week long trial of $47.00. Many have found it hard to cancel
their membership before the trial and some have been continuously charged for months,
forcing them to cancel their debit or credit card.
I would like to propose an article that would possibly include the following:
-

Examples of a service, like Freelance Home Writers
Testimonials from people who have tried it.
Other ways people can learn about writing without going to school or investing in
scams.
Interviews from writers (bloggers, journalists, creative writers) about this trend.
Statistics about how many people use the Internet to learn about writing and what
people do to ‘advance’ their budding writing career.

I hope that this story would make people hoping to become writers aware of the different
ways they can become a writer without investing in products that seem too good to be

true and that there is information out there that can help them legitimately become a
writer. Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
Christina Rodriguez

